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CONTRIBUTORS  
 
Alison Bartlett is Professor of Women’s Studies and also teaches English 
and cultural studies at the University of Western Australia. She publishes 
regularly in literary and feminist journals, is co-editor of Australian 
Literature and the Public Sphere (1999) and author of Jamming the 
Machinery: Contemporary Australian Women Writers (1998). In addition 
to literary studies her research has included postgraduate supervision 
and feminist pedagogy, fictocriticism, reading embodiment and more 
recently modes of activism (including writing). She edits the online 
journal Outskirts.  
Mary Besemeres is a Research Associate at the Australian National 
University. A founding co-editor of the journal Life Writing, she is the 
author of Translating One’s Self: Language and Selfhood in Cross-Cultural 
Autobiography (2002) and co-editor of Translating Lives: Living with Two 
Languages and Cultures (2007). 
Anne Brewster teaches at the University of New South Wales, Sydney. 
Her books include Literary Formations (1995) and Reading Aboriginal 
Women’s Autobiography (1996). She co-edited, with Angeline O’Neill and 
Rosemary van den Berg, an anthology of Australian Indigenous writing, 
Those Who Remain Will Always Remember (2000). 
Scott Brook is Assistant Professor of Writing at the University of 
Canberra. His research on Vietnamese-Australian cultural heritage and 
politics has been published in various Australian and international 
journals and magazines. 
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Konstandina Dounis lectured at RMIT for many years, during which 
time she convened a series of conferences on aspects of Greek-Australian 
literature and identity. Her publications include the anthology Retelling 
the Tale (1994) and From Sapfo to Sappho (1994), both concerned with 
women writers. She is currently carrying out research for her Ph.D. at La 
Trobe University. She is also a literary translator and creative writer 
working on her own collections of poems and short stories. 
Debra Dudek is a Lecturer of English Literatures at the University of 
Wollongong. She has published internationally on postcolonial studies, 
Canadian and Australian literature, and children’s literature. 
Nijmeh Hajjar is a Senior Lecturer and Chair of the Department of 
Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Sydney. Her research 
interests include gender issues in modern Arabic culture, literature and 
cinema. Her publications include The Politics and Poetics of Ameen 
Rihani: The Humanist Ideology of an Arab-American Intellectual and 
Activist (2010) and Living Arabic in Context (2005).  
Dennis Haskell is the author of five collections of poetry and twelve 
volumes of literary scholarship and criticism. His All the Time in the 
World won the Western Australian Premier’s Prize for Poetry in 2007 and 
is being translated into French and Italian. Haskell was co-editor of 
Westerly from 1985 until 2009 and is Professor of English and Cultural 
Studies at The University of Western Australia. He is also currently Chair 
of the Literature Board of the Australia Council. His Acts of Defiance: 
New and Selected Poems will be published by Salt in 2010. 
Sissy Helff teaches English and postcolonial literature as well as media 
and gender studies at the Universities of Frankfurt and Paderborn. She 
studied German and English literature at the universities of Bristol and 
Frankfurt and was a research fellow at Leeds University in 2007–08. More 
recently she has been working on a postdoctoral project focusing on the 
representation of strangers in media and literature. Her publications 
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include the three co-edited volumes Facing the East in the West: Images of 
Eastern Europe in British Literature, Film and Culture (2010), 
Transcultural Modernities: Narrating Africa in Europe (2009) and 
Transcultural English Studies: Theories, Fictions, Realities (2008). 
Deborah L. Madsen is Professor of American Literature and Culture at 
the University of Geneva, Switzerland. Her books include Rereading 
Allegory: A Narrative Approach to Genre (1994), Allegory in America: 
From Puritanism to Postmodernism (1996), American Exceptionalism 
(1998), Feminist Theory and Literary Practice (2000), Understanding 
Contemporary Chicana Literature (2000), Maxine Hong Kingston (2001), 
Chinese American Literature (2002) and edited volumes on post-
colonialism and American literature. She is currently president of the 
Swiss Association for North American Studies. 
Igor Maver is Professor at University of Ljubljana, Slovenia where he 
holds a personal Chair in Literatures in English. His research and 
teaching interests include literature in English, postcolonial, diasporic 
literature, and American literature. He is the author of almost two 
hundred scholarly articles, two monographs in English on Australian 
literature (1997 and 1999) and co-author of two books of essays (2000 
and 2005). In 2006 he published a book of essays Critics and Writers 
Speak: Revisioning Post-Colonial Studies.  
Sonia Mycak is an Honorary Research Fellow in the School of Letters, 
Art and Media at the University of Sydney and an Adjunct Senior 
Research Fellow in the Centre for the Book in the School of English, 
Communications and Performance Studies at Monash University. Her 
early work was in Canadian literature and literary theory and she is 
author of In Search of the Split Subject: Psychoanalysis, Phenomenology, 
and the Novels of Margaret Atwood (1996). More recently Sonia’s research 
has focused upon the multicultural literatures of Australia and Canada. 
She is author of Canuke Literature: Critical Essays on Canadian Ukrainian 
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Writing (2001) and edited I’m Ukrainian, Mate! New Australian 
Generation of Poets (2000) and Australian Mosaic: An Anthology of 
Multicultural Writing (with Chris Baker, 1997).  
Hoa Pham is an author, playwright and psychologist. She is completing a 
doctorate of creative arts at the University of Western Sydney. Her 
publications include Silence (2010), Vixen, 49 Ghosts, No one like me and 
Quicksilver. She is also the founder of Peril Magazine, an Asian arts and 
culture on-line magazine at www.peril.com.au. 
Robert Pickering holds the Chair of Contemporary and Modern French 
Literature at Blaise Pascal University, Clermont-Ferrand (France). A 
specialist of symbolism and post-symbolism (Mallarmé-Valéry), his 
publications also cover a wide range of nineteenth- and twentieth-
century French and European literature.  
Gaetano Rando holds degrees from both Italian and Australian 
universities and is Associate Professor in the School of English 
Literatures, Philosophy, and Languages at the University of Wollongong. 
One of his major research interests is in the area of Italian-Australian 
studies, the latest volume length publication in this field being (Migration 
and Literature: The Italo-Australian Case) Emigrazione e letteratura: Il 
caso italoaustraliano (2004). 
Amit Sarwal is Assistant Professor at the Department of English, 
Rajdhani College (University of Delhi), New Delhi, India. He was an 
Honorary Visiting Scholar (2006–07) at Monash University as an 
Endeavour Asia Award winner (2006). His areas of interest include 
South-Asian diaspora literature, Australian literature and popular fiction. 
He has co-edited English Studies, Indian Perspectives (2006) with 
Makarand Paranjape and Aneeta Rajendran; Australian Studies Now 
(2007) with Andrew Hassam; Fact & Fiction: Readings in Australian 
Literature (2008), Creative Nation: Australian Cinema and Cultural 
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Studies Reader (2009) and Reading Down Under: Australian Literary 
Studies Reader (2009) with Reema Sarwal. 
Christine Sun received her PhD from Monash University’s School of 
Languages, Cultures and Linguistics in 2004. She is the author of Voices 
under the Sun: English-Language Writings by Australian and Other 
Authors with Chinese Ancestry (Melbourne: Taiwan.com.au Portal, 2007). 
She is now an independent scholar and web manager of Taiwan.com.au 
portal. 
Hariclea Zengos has been a Professor of English and American 
Literature at The American College of Greece since 1989. She received 
her PhD in English from Tufts University, Boston in 1989. Her research 
and publications focus on Greek writers of the diaspora (with a specific 
interest in Greek-Australian writers), travel writing about Greece, as well 
as colonial and postcolonial fiction. She is currently completing a book-
length study on white colonial European women’s construction of Africa 
in their autobiographical fiction. 
 
